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PROCEEDINGS 

Of a Meeting of the Citizens of Washington in favor of Recognising 
the Independence of Texas, fyc. 

May 26, 1836. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

At a very large and numerous meeting of the citizens of Washington 
city, in the District of Columbia, held upon Tuesday evening, among 
other proceedings which were had, the following resolutions were unan¬ 
imously passed : 

Whereas the States of this.Union formerly viewed with deep interest 
the struggles of the South American and Mexican States for their liber¬ 
ation from Spanish dominion, and were the first among nations to recog¬ 
nise their independence : and whereas the consequent adoption of the 
Republican and Federal forms of Government among those States, chiefly 
copied from our constitutions, which held out a temptation to many of 
our fellow-citizens to regard all the American Republics as one great 
fraternity of States, with a common object of liberty and philanthrophy, 
whether under one or several confederations ; and with these sanguine 
and confiding sentiments felt free to pursue their fortunes by emigration 
among these sister Republics, as their judgment and enterprise might dic¬ 
tate : and whereas a very great proportion of this emigration has been 
for years located, and increasing, in the bordering province of Texas, by 
which means her almost entire population is purely American : and 
whereas this Anglo-American population of Texas have been recently 
taken by surprise, with an entire overthrow’ of that republican constitu¬ 
tion copied from our own, and guarantied to the whole of the Mexican 
States upon the establishment of their independence of Spain, and the 
substitution therefor of a military despotism by a ruthless usurpation and 
tyranny, against which they have remonstrated in vain ; and have there¬ 
fore been compelled to take their stand for liberty among the independ¬ 
ent nations of the earth, or die in the attempt: and whereas, in prose¬ 
cuting this holy struggle, they have been visited with a wrar of extermin- 
nation, in violation of every principle of honorable warfare between 
civilized nations— 

Therefore, he it resolved, That Santa Ana, in waging a contest, on his 
part, of indiscriminate massacre against the freemen of Texas, has, in 
the name of war, set an example of wdde-spread, unsparing, multifari¬ 
ous murder, at which humanity stands aghast, and upon w'hich civilized 
nations are not bound to look with indifference. 

Resolved, That, as Americans, and as freemen, we warmly sympathize 
with our Texian brethren in arms, and that, in our opinion, their struggle is 
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for inalienable rights, and that their barbarous and inhuman invaders are 
the bitter enemies of freedom, and of the happiness of the human family. 

Resolved, That, in our opinion, the brave men slain in the late battles 
in Texas, in resistance to Mexican invasion, are entitled to our grateful 
and honored remembrance, and that we consider; their conduct, and the 
cause in which they fell, as the glorious result of the influence of the 
great political principles of our own free institutions. 

Resolved, That, even if the Texians were not our brethren, and our 
neighbors, we would sicken with disgust at the spectacle of the cold¬ 
blooded butchery of brave men and soldiers, who surrendered to a su¬ 
perior force, as prisoners of war, and upon condition to be treated as such. 

Resolved, That this meeting of the citizens of the Metropolis of the 
United States has received, with the most lively emotions, the news of 
the triumph of their brave Texian brethren, under the command of the 
gallant Houston, over the ferocious and sanguinary armies of Mexico. 

Resolved, That, as citizens of the United States, we should hail the 
recognition of the independence of Texas by our Government, at this 
time, with the greatest satisfaction. 

Resolved, That the Chairman and Secretary be directed to hand 
copies of these proceedings to the honorable William C. Preston, of the 
United States Senate, and to the honorable Adam Huntsman, and the 
honorable Dixon H. Lewis, of the United States House of Representa¬ 
tives, to present to the Congress of the United States, as the expression 
of the wishes and feelings of this meeting, as to the recognition of the 
independence of Texas. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting be authorized to ap¬ 
point a committee of three citizens of each ward of this city, to collect 
such donations as our fellow-citizens may be willing to bestow, and that 
he announce the names of said committees in the public prints when 
completed, which committees shall report the result of their exertions to 
a committee of three, to be named by the Chair. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to the Editors 
of the Globe, and Telegraph, for the generous support they have given 
to the cause of the Texians; to the cause of a people contending for 
life, liberty, and independence, against ruffian-like and exterminating 
tyranny and oppression. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the Chairman and 
Secretary, and published in the different papers of this city. 

WM. L. BRENT, Chairman. 
James Hob an, Secretary. 

24th May, 1830. 
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